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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
FTLC self-study finds more participation, grants 
Results of a self-study completed by the Pew 
Facul ty Teaching and Learning Center found 
that a majority of Grand Valley 's fac ulty 
members are attend ing workshops and events 
and more professors are earn ing grants. 
Catherine Frerichs, FTLC di rector, said the 
five-year study (1997-2002) was done for the 
university's curriculum committee. The FTLC 
was founded in 1995 to support facu lty 
members in their efforts to teach effectively 
through discussions and other resources, 
including grants . 
"What we found through talking with col -
leagues was that our programs and resources 
are equal or exceeded those offered by other 
comparable Mich igan and out-of-state 
uni versities ," she said . 
Key study findi ngs are li sted below: 
• Strong faculty support. In 2002, 53 percent 
of fu ll -t ime facu lty attended at least one FTLC 
event , compared to 35 percent in 1997-98. 
Last academic year's figure represents a 112 
percent increase in participation . 
• High faculty satisfaction with program-
ming. All qualitative measures to assess 
programming indicate a high degree of 
sati sfaction . The FTLC has offered 88 work-
shops, conferences, and other events in the 
five-year period . 
• Generous and effective grants programs. 
The funds ava il able for teaching-related 
projects have tripled in the last fi ve years, to 
46 competitive grants awarded to 27 
departments . 
The FTLC will kick off a year of program-
ming with the Fall Teaching Conference on 
Wednesday, August 21 , in Padnos Hall. Oscar 
Ari as, former president of Costa Rica and a 
Nobe l Peace Laureate, will be the keynote 
speaker. For more information, call the FTLC 
at x3498. 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
A FTLC self-study finds faculty participation 
increased by more than 100 percent. 
Pictured are FTLC Director Catherine 
Frerichs, right, and Cari Weber, assistant. 
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Across Campus 
Expert advice 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
U.S. Sen. Carl Levin (right) seeks input on corporate reform legislation 
from Joseph Godwin accounting professor, and other Seidman School 
of Business faculty members, during a round-table discussion on 
August 5 in the Devos Center. 
GRANDVALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
MPA program earns accreditation 
Grand Valley 's Masters of Public Administration program has earned 
accreditation from the National Association of Schools of Public Affairs 
through academic year 2008-09. 
First accredited in 1995 and offered through the School of Public and 
Nonprofit Administration (SPNA), the MPA has become one of the 
leading graduate programs in the reg ion. Dan Balfour, director of the 
School of Public and Nonprofit Administration, said the NASPA site 
team called the program "a model graduate program." 
Crew teams compete in famed regatta 
Grand Valley 's men's and women 's rowing teams headed to England in 
early July to compete in the Royal Henley Regatta - one of the most 
prestigious events in the sport. 
The famed regatta on the Thames Ri ver is held annually for fi ve days in 
the town of Henley upon Thames. Twenty-one GVSU athletes raced in 
the event , which attracts some of the greatest rowers in the world . 
continued on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
The trip began with the 
women's eight team 
winning its first two races 
at the Henley Women's 
Regatta before being 
eliminated in the third 
round of competition. 
"The women caused a lot 
of jaws to drop during 
their practice rows and 
impressed the crowd and 
umpires alike with their 
gutsy races at the Henley," 
said coach Chad Jedlic. 
Photo courtesy of Chad Jed/ic 
Grand Valley's men's crew team trains on 
the Thames River in England. 
The men's and women's teams went on to win their races against 
Kingston University, and their races at the Richmond Regatta . 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Roger Gilles, associate professor of writing, wrote an article, titled 
"Contexts for Teaching Writing: The Departmental Perspective ," 
which appeared in Strategies for Teaching First-Year Composition , 
published by the National Council of Teachers of English. 
Pat Parker, law librarian at the Steelcase Library, received a 
Leadership Award from the Legal Division, Special Libraries 
Association, for her contributions as employment chair and for 
serving as chairperson of Student Services/Law Library Schools. 
Alan Steinman, director of the Annis Water Resources Institute , was 
invited to serve as a member of the Minnesota Sea Grant Advisory 
Panel in Duluth, Minnesota. 
In the News 
Harriet Singleton, senior counselor in the Counseling Center, 
participated in a CNN Live discussion of the psychological profile of 
minority serial killers in reference to the Samantha Runnion case. 
···------------------------
What's Ahead 
·Beach Ball Blast· set for Devos Center 
The annual Faculty and Staff Picnic, "Beach Ball Blast ," is set for 
Thursday, August 22, in the De Vos Center Courtyard at the Pew Grand 
Rapids Campus. 
Music by "Sons of a Beach," a Beach Boys-type band, will help set the 
mood for the event, which runs from 5-8 p.m. Food, including an ice 
cream sundae dessert bar, and beer, wine, and soft drinks will be 
available. 
Faculty and staff members are welcome to bring a guest, but today is 
the deadline to return reply cards. To RSVP without a reply card, call 
Teri Losey in the President's Office at x2182 , or e-mail her at 
loseyt@gvsu.edu . 
Davis will be keynote speaker 
at convocation 
Remarks from the new provost and awards presented for outstanding 
teaching and service will highlight Grand Valley's Opening Convocation, 
scheduled for Friday, August 23. 
The convocation will begin at 10:30 a.m. in the Fieldhouse. Faculty and 
staff members who plan to be part of the processional are asked to gather 
in the north atrium area of Henry Hall by 10 a.m . 
Gayle Davis will be the keynote speaker. Grand Valley 's provost most 
recently served as associate vice president for Academic Affairs and 
Research at Wichita State University in Kansas. She received a doctorate 
degree in American studies and a master's degree in art history from 
Michigan State University, and a bachelor 's degree in French from 
Muskingum (Ohio) College. 
The new chairs of University Academic Senate and Student Senate, Cliff 
Welch and Thomas (Thomn) Bell, respectively, will also give remarks on 
the upcoming academic year. 
Recipients of the Outstanding Teacher and Outstanding University 
Service awards will be recognized, along with faculty members Barbara 
Roos , Laura VanderBroek , and James Walker, who have been at Grand 
Valley for 25 years . Lee Lebbin, Library director, will be recognized as 
the recipient of the 2001 Administrative/Professional Achievement 
Award. 
The day 's events will begin with a reception in Henry Hall at 9 a.m. 
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The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon . Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill , editor, c/o 
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-895-2221. 
Fax: 616-895-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submiss ion form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form .html . 
Grand Valley State University is an affirma-
tive action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley 's daily online 
publication , on the Web at: 
www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW 
Calendar of Events 
General Events 
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS 
Gallery Summer Hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wed., Aug. 14 
5:30 p.m.: Picnic, races at Berlin Raceway 
sponsored by Alumni Relations. For more 
information, call x3590. 
Sun., Aug. 18 
8 p.m.: Cook Carillon International Concert Series, 
with Julia Walton, Michigan carillonneur. 
Wed., Aug. 21 
8:30 a.m.-2 p.m.: Faculty Teaching and Learning 
Center Conference . "Can the Center Hold? 
Terrorism, Globalization , and the Value of 
Liberal Learning," with keynote speaker Oscar 
Arias. PAD. For more information , call x3498. 
Thurs., Aug. 22 
5-8 p.m.: Faculty and Staff Picnic. De Vos Center 
courtyard, Pew Grand Rapids Campus. 
Fri., Aug. 23 
10:30 a.m.: Fall Semester Convocation. Fieldhouse. 
Sat., Aug. 24 
8-10 p.m.: Music Department Faculty Concert. Lee 
Copenhaver, cello and piano . CDC. For more 
information, call x3484. 
